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CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 7801 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: NATO, MILI, OTRA 

SUBJECT: GAO REVIEW OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF ANTITANK 
WARFARE SYSTEMS 

REF: STATE 204097 

1. EMBASSY PLEASED TO ASSIST GAO AUDITORS MESSRS EIBETZ AND 
WOLFF IN THEIR REVIEW OF EFFECTIVENESS OF ANTITANK WARFARE 
SYSTEMS DURING THEIR VISIT TO BRUSSELS SEPT 23-24. 

2. AS SUBJECT IS SENSITIVE WITH BELGIAN MOD, WE SUGGEST THAT 
INDIRECT SPPROACH THROUGH NATO IS APT TO BE MOST PRODUCTIVE. 
EMBASSY, DAO AND MAAG (NONE OF WHICH HAVE ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 
AVAILABLE THEMSELVES) ARE RELUCTANT TO POSE THEM DIRECTLY 

TO BELGIAN MOD IN FACE OF PREDICTABLE BELGIAN RESPONSE THAT 
INFO IS ALREADY AVAILABLE TO NATO, WHICH NEEDS IT, WHILE EMBASSY 
DOES NOT. BELGIANS ARE NOT APT FULLY TO APPRECIATE GAO'S 
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3. WE UNDERSTAND THAT SOME ARMOR DOCTRINAL SUBJECTS WERE 
DISCUSSED BY NATO PANEL II, AC 225, SEPTEMBER 2. SUMMARY REPORT 
OF THAT DISCUSSION WILL BE AVAILABLE AS NATO DOCUMENT BOTH 
IN WASHINGTON AND AT NATO IN NEAR FUTURE. WE NOTE FROM REFTEL 
THAT MESSRS EIBETZ AND WOLFF HAVE TS AND COSMIC CLEARANCES 
AND THEREFORE DOCUMENT COULD BE SHOWN THEM. 

4. ADDITIONALLY, USNATO/ADD (COL. PATRICK LYNCH) HAS INFORMED 
US THAT USNATO IS WILLING TO PUT MESSRS EIBETZ AND WOLFF IN 
TOUCH WITH APPROPRIATE BELGIAN MILITARY REPS TO NATO FOR ANY 
FURTHER AMPLIFICATION GAO REPS WISH AND THAT BELGIANS MAY PROVIDE. 

5. THIS MESSAGE COORDINATED WITH USNATO.RENNER 
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